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1 Peter 3:1-9

Message

The same goes for you wives: Be good wives to your husbands, responsive to their needs. There are husbands who, indifferent as they are to any words about God, will be captivated by your life of holy beauty. What matters is not your outer appearance—the styling of your hair, the jewelry you wear, the cut of your clothes—but your inner disposition.

Cultivate inner beauty, the gentle, gracious kind that God delights in. The holy women of old were beautiful before God that way, and were good, loyal wives to their husbands. Sarah, for instance, taking care of Abraham, would address him as “my dear husband.” You’ll be true daughters of Sarah if you do the same, unanxious and unintimidated.

The same goes for you husbands: Be good husbands to your wives. Honor them, delight in them. As women they lack some of your advantages. But in the new life of God’s grace, you’re equals. Treat your wives, then, as equals so your prayers don’t run aground.

Summing up: Be agreeable, be sympathetic, be loving, be compassionate, be  humble. That goes for all of you, no exceptions. No retaliation. No sharp-tongued sarcasm. Instead, bless—that’s your job, to bless. You’ll be a blessing and also get a blessing.
Show video.  

Marriage is tough.  Raising great kids is tougher.

Discipleship through life.

How can we raise God-fearing children.
1.  Love your spouse in front of your kids

Advice to Dads:

Wife is first, then work.

Note the order of creation.  First Adam was created, then Eve, then work.  Don’t forget the order.

The myth of working hard for the family thereby neglecting the family.

Fear based instead of faith based.

How many things in our work do we do based on fear.

We are people of faith.

Romans 1:17b


But the righteous man shall live by faith.

Advice to Moms:

Husband is first, then kids.

2.  Be a good example

Best thing you can do for your kids is to love Christ.

· Be consistent.  Let your spirituality on Sunday be the same Mon-Sat.  Teach your kids that your faith is meaningful to you.

· Don’t skip church.  You are teaching your kids that worship and community is not that important.

Sometimes we travel but do family service.

· Don’t be late for church.  You are teaching your kids that God is not someone to be respected, someone who we can take advantage of.

· Do read the Bible with your kids and pray together.  Teach your kids early spiritual disciplines.

Live a life in such a way that when it’s their time to trust Christ that it will be an easy decision for them because of your attractive faith.

3.  Bless your kids often

Matthew 19:13-15

Then some children were brought to Him so that He might lay His hands on them and pray; and the disciples rebuked them.  But Jesus said, “Let the children alone, and do not hinder them from coming to Me; for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.”  And after laying His hands on them, He departed from there.

Important for us to always pray and bless our kids.

They were created as instruments of praise.

Matthew 21:15-16

But when the chief priests and the scribes saw the wonderful things that He had done, and the children who were crying out n the temple and saying, “Hosanna to the Son of David,” they became indignant, and said to Him, “Do you hear what these are saying?”  And Jesus said to them, “Yes; have you never read, ‘Out of the mouth of infants and nursing babes Thou has prepared praise for Thyself’?”

Children have a special place in God’s heart.  So much so that they are given a guardian angel.

Matthew 18:10

See that you do not despise one of these little ones, for I say to you, that their angels in heaven continually behold the face of My Father who is in heaven.

Unsure if this remains to be true in adulthood but is true for children.

How to bless your kids:

Luke 2:52


And Jesus kept increasing in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men.

· Intellectually

· Physically

· Spiritually

· Socially/Emotionally
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